THE  EMPIRE  OF  INDIA
localities it appears actually to have emasculated a large proportion of the men ; and where its permanent efforts are less evident, it is reasonable to assume that it weakens the energy and perhaps taints the character of the people.
Minerals
The increasing mineral production of India remains insignificant for so large and varied a country. In view of the striking developments in winning coal, manganese, gold and oil, that have occurred during the last twenty years, it would he rash to dogmatise; but it does not appear that the country is richly endowed with mineral resources. It may be that it has been insufficiently ex*-plored. And it is certain that under free trade conditions the manufacture of iron and steel has hitherto enjoyed little chance of surviving the dangers of infancy. Specimens are to be found of all the principal industrial minerals. But only coal, petroleum, gold, manganese and mica are worked on a large scale. The rocks of the peninsula contain masses of iron ore, and the enterprise of a Parsi capitalist has just succeeded in establishing large well equipped iron and steel works. But in the past the history of the Indian iron industry has been the decline of native manufacture under competition from outside, and this although the Indian iron workers produce iron of exceedingly good quality, and have indeed for long time past used some of the processes that are now employed in Europe for the manufacture of high-class steel. There are immense deposits of the bauxite from which akimin-ium is extracted. Copper ore occurs in several localities^; it was formerly smelted, but is now neglected. Efforts have been made to work tin and chromium ; but they are still in the stage of experiment.
The principal source of Indian coal is the Gondwana system of rocks, the relics of the continent which in meso-zoic times extended across the Indian Ocean, These rocks
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